DICK HUGHES
setting all the prisoners at liberty, they robbed all the head-
boroughs of every penny they had, and then, binding them
hand and foot in a field, they made the best of their way off.
Having intelligence of the Chester coach's coming with
passengers to London, Captain Evans sent his brother
William the night before to lie at Barnet, and to be in
Baldock Lane at a certain time next morning. But the poor
lad happening to light on a Scots cheesemonger who was
travelling to Edinburgh, and he pretending to be going
some part of the way on his master's occasions, they must
needs lie together, and proceed on their journey next day.
When they had got into Baldock Lane, a pistol, to the
great surprise of the Scotsman, was fired over Will's head
by the Captain, that being the signal proposed; they then
soon commanded the Scotsman to lie by, and in sight
robbed all the coaches. Then in thunderclaps of oaths the
Captain, riding up to the Scotsman, robbed him of seven
guineas and two watches; but by Will's intercession, who
had lain with him all night, returned him his best watch,
and three guineas to bear his charges into his own country;
for which generous action the same Scotsman hanged
them both at the assizes held at Hertford in 1708, the
Captain aged twenty-nine years, and his brother Will
twenty-three.
DICK HUGHES
A Robber whose thoughtful Wife bought the Rope to hang him.
Executed at Tyburn in June^ 1709
THIS great villain, Richard Hughes, was the son of a
very good yeoman living at Bettws, in Denbighshire,
in North Wales, where he was born, and followed husbandry,
but would now and then be pilfering in his very minority,
as he found opportunity. When he first came up to London,
on his way money being short, necessity compelled him
to steal a pair of tongs at Pershore, in Worcestershire, for
which he was sent to Worcester Jail; and at the assizes
held there, the matter of fact being plainly proved against